CIVICS / GOVERNMENT  SS8CG1abcde

NAME: ______________________________

SS8CG1a
Explain the basic structure of the Georgia state constitution. 
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SS8CG1b
Explain the concepts of separation of powers and checks and balances.
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The Three Branches of Georgia Government
Legislative Branch

Primary Official or RS A General Assembly. Supreme Court*
Group

Primary Role Enforce Laws Make Laws Interpret Laws

Support Lieutenant Governor* Senate (up to 56 Court of Appeals*

mbers)*
Organizations R e Superior Courts*

Superintendent* House of Representatives
(180 members or more)*

Executive Branch

State Courts

Secretary of State*

Juvenile Courts

Attorney General*
ey Gener Probate Courts

Commissioner of

Agriculture* Mag

rate Courts

Commissioner of
Insurance

Commissioner of Labor*

* Indicates elected official, or organization for which offcals ae elected in Georgia.
SKILLBUILDER Interpreting Charts

1. What topic do all three branches of government addess, each in a different way?
2. Which branch of government has one primary official?

The Branches of Government Reading History

Georgia state government is divided into three branches. This helps B, Simmarizing
: s the
ensure that one branch does not eain too much nower. - e
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United States Constitution

We the people of the United States, in order to form a
more perfect U isure domestic
tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty
0 ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish
‘this Constitution.

Article 1

Article 2 The Executive Branch
Article 3 ‘The Judicial Branch
Article 4 Relations Among States
Article 5 ‘The Amending Process
Article 6 National Supremacy
Article 7 Ratification Procedure
Amendments 1-10  The Bill of Rights
Amendments 11-26  Other Amendments

Amendments may be proposed by a vote of two-thirds
of the members of both Houses of Congress or by a
constitutional convention.

Amendments must be ra
state legislatures or by spe

ied by three-fourths of the
state conventions.

SKILLBUILDER

To perpetuate the principles of free government, insure
justice to all, preserve peace, promote the interest and
happiness of the citizen and of the family, and trans
to posterity the enjoyment of liberty, we the people of
Georgia, relying on the protection and guidance of
almighty God, do ordain and establish this Constitution.

Artide 1 The Bill of Rights

Artide2  Voting and Elections

Artide3  Legislative Branch

Artided  Constitutional Boards and Commissions
Artide 5 Executive Branch

Artide 6 Judicial Branch

Artide 7 Taxations and Finance

Artide 8 Education

Artide 9 Counties and Municipal Corporations
Article 10 Amendments to the Constitution
Artide 11 Miscellaneous Provisions

Amendments may be proposed by a vote of two-thirds
of both Houses of the Georgia Legislature.

Amendments must be ratified by a majority vote of the
general electorate in a statewide referendum.

1. What option is available in the amendment process of the U.S. Constitution that is not available in Georgia's process?

2. Which elements do the constitutions have in common?
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QUALIFICATIONS

ELECTIONS

H 18 years old

H U.S. citizen

-

Resident of County You Vote

President &

Vice President

2 US Senators

13 US
Representatives

Governor &

J

Lieutenant
Governor

56 State Senators

& 180 State
Representatives

-

County officials (Mayor,

School Board, Sheriff)
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May pardon people convicted of
federal crimes

Appoints federal judges

May veto laws passed by Congress
May call special session of Congress

unconstitutional

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

May override president’s

The
Supreme
Court
Other
Federal
Courts

* May declare president’s actions

e May declare laws unconstitutional

voto Senate and
House of
May refuse to approve Representatives

treaty written by
president

May refuse to approve president’s
appointments

May remove a president from office if he
or she is found guilty of wrongdoing

courts by proposing con:
amendments

* May overrule decisions of the

stitutional

* May remove federal judge if he or
she is found guilty of wrongdoing

Interpreting Diagrams
This diagram shows how

one branch of government
checks the power of the other
two branches.

1. How does the executive
branch check Congress and
the Supreme Court?

2. How does Congress check
the president and the
judicial branch?

3. How does the judicial branch
check the president and
Congress?
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SS8CG1c
Describe the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
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Life, Liberty,  and Property

•

Freedom of Religion

•

Freedom of Speech and Press

•

Right to Bear Arms

•

Right to Assemble and Petition

•

Right to Trial by Jury

•

Protection from Unreasonable   

Searches and Seizures


SS8CG1d
Explain voting qualifications and elections in Georgia.


SS8CG1e   Identify wisdom, justice, and moderation as the three principles in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Georgia Flag.

1. What is the preamble? Identify the differences between the Georgia Constitution Preamble and the U.S. Constitution Preamble?





2. What are the Bill of Rights? Identify the location of the Bill of Rights in the U.S Constitution, and the Georgia Constitution. Explain why the Bill of Rights is important to you? 





3. Which Articles describe the three branches of government?





4. What are amendments and how are they ratified?





6. Analyze the chart above, and explain the                 purpose of Checks and Balances between all three branches?





     


								





5. Analyze the chart above, and explain how does the separate branches of government ensure equal power among the branches?





7. As a citizen of Georgia and the United States, which of the Rights do you value the most? Why?





8. What types of actions do you believe could takes these rights away? 





9. Pick one responsibility and describe why it is important.





10. Who gets to vote in the State of Georgia? 





11. Describe the types of elections in the State of Georgia





12.  How many U.S Senators & U.S. Representatives and State Senators and State Representatives do Georgians get to vote for?





13.  Describe the difference between a primary election and a general election. 





Primary (1st) Election


People vote for political party candidate in July. There’s a Democrat Primary and a 


Republican Primary.





General Election


Democrat, Republican, and other party primary winners compete against each other to win the general election.  Voting is in November.  Popular vote wins election.





14.  In your own words, define wisdom, justice, and moderation.  What do these words mean to you? 





15.  Create your own pledge.  This can be a pledge to your family, your school, or your future self.  





Why these 3 words? 


Wisdom: reminds the legislature to be wise in creating laws 


Justice: appeals to the judicial branch for fair and just decisions


Moderation: urges the executive branch to carry out laws calmly within the boundaries of the law





Adopted on March 28, 1935 by Governor Eugene Talmadge





“I pledge allegiance to the Georgia flag and to the principles for which it stands; – wisdom, justice & moderation”





Georgia’s current flag was adopted in 2008; Consisting of 3 stripes of red, white, red, a blue canton containing a ring of 13 stars encompassing the state's coat of arms in gold. The coat of arms consists of an arch that symbolizes the state constitution & three pillars representing the 


Legislative, judicial & executive branches. The words “wisdom,” “justice,” & “moderation” are wrapped around the pillars.














